AN INTRODUCTION
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MAKING A PHOTOBOOK




HOW TO GET STARTED

®* Why make a photobook?
® The concept

® Aims and objectives

® Sequencing

® Different types of books

® Planning and preparing assets (images and text)

® Designing and making the book

®* Ready to print



Why make a photobook?

good for sharing with other people

more likely to be looked at than images on a hard drive
makes a good gift

can be published with a view to selling

by making your own book you have complete control



The concept

Is It an album of photographs or is it to develop a photographic
project into a book?

Album:
®*A photo album is for preserving memories and will be unique.

A photobook of a project:

*This is usually one particular project made in a documentary
style.

®*A good starting point is the 5 Ws: Who, What, When, Where
and Why?



Different types of books

Artbook - handmade, hand sewn, art paper
Hardback with an image wrap cover or dust cover
Softback

Magazine style

Brochure
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Following 2 comfortable night’s stay at the lovely, fam%]y run Kasbah Itram, aboy,
town of Skoura, we got up very early to catch the sunrise across the valley and to
insofan old kasbah next door. The beautiful light compensated for the cold.
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Heather Dixon with Tigger the cat
6 Prince Charles Place

When Heather and her husband moved to Scremerston 33 years
ago they were only the second tenants to live in their house.
ngather has been here ever since though, sadly, her husband
died ten years ago. Together thesy had four children who all
attended Scremerston Primary School. The family moved here
from tied accommodation at Ancroft Town Farm where
Heather’s husband was a farmer. The: were offered this Council
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live, and were eventually able to buyit. When the famj ly
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of her time nitting, mostly for charity, and attends (ﬂe week]

Knit and Knatter Community Group, Reading s another hobby.




Things to consider

Is there a narrative?

What is the story being told?

A photobook doesn’t have to have text

Text is fine as long as it's the photos that stand out

Poetry



Aims and objectives

Aims: are like a statement of intent. What do you want to
achieve?

ODbjectives: these should be specific statements that define the
outcome, Ii.e. steps to be taken to achieve the desired outcome.

®curate and sequence images

*write text (titles, captions, essays, etc.)
®*design the book

®print the book

* market the book?



Sequencing

®*Sequencing Is creating a flow and creating connections between
the photographs.

he ways In w

opinion. Most
spread first so

nich Images are put together can change the viewers
neople look at the right hand side of a double page

out the strongest image there.

*Pairs look good visually. The interaction of two sequential shots
can give more meaning than a single shot in isolation, especially
where there Is no text.
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Ways to help with seguencing

Powerpoint
Lightroom
Make prints

Magnetic notice board



Stewart Wall  5¥

_ Magnetic Notice Board | Steel A3 Size Mema Board | 4 Included Magnets & Nails |
8 List & Reminder Organiser | Home & Office Notice Boards | M&W

Ways of sequencing
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Planning and preparing assets

*Size and format: landscape, portrait or square? Some digital printers offer custom sizes.

*Decide the size of the largest image in the book and make the book that size so you are not enlarging any photos.
*|t's essential to have everything ready before starting to make the book.

*Have a specific place for your work to go to. All the photos should be edited and in one sub-folder and text in another.
® After editing photos export to this folder as jpgs @ 300 dpi and the appropriate image size.

*Text can be created in Word or any other application and copied and pasted into the sub-folder.
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Images

All images should be 300 dpi. DPI is the amount of ink dots per inch; 300 dots per inch is the required standard for printed material.
Images should also be placed at 100% size in your final document. For example, if your image is 50mm x 50mm at 300dpi, then it is also
that size when placed in your document. Lower resolution compromises image quality and may result in pixilation (where the pixels,
tiny squares or dots that make up the image, are apparent when printed).

Please note that opening a 72-dpi image in Photoshop and simply changing the dpi to 300 will not increase the quality of the image
(digital photographer refers to ppi (pixels per inch rather than DPI). They equate to the same thing in practice

72 DPI 300 DPI

Low resolution - Pixelated High resolution. Suitable for print




Designing and making the book
Inspiration:

®look at photobooks of other photographers for ideas on fonts,
layouts, size, paper type, etc.

®look at photobook publishers such as Bluecoat Press, Nobody
Books, Dewi Lewis

®*National Library collections

*Blurb website



Design:

® choose font size, colour and style to suit the book

® text on every page or opposite page to the image?

® Images and/or text on every page or leave some blank?
® text wrap

®* work out margins, if any. Images that fill the page will
lose some information in the gutter

® Image for a hard cover needs to be larger than for a soft
cover
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Perfect Bound Book Perfect Bound Book
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Left Inside Page First Right Inside Page

Tmm Side Glue
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B Bleed (3mm)

The blead area extends 3mm beyond the edge of your
finished document. Colours and images must extend
beyond the edge of the document to preverd unwanted
white borders around the edge of your finished decument
Note that this ‘bleed’ will be trimmed during the finishing
process so ensure that no important detais are setup to
print In this area

Safe Area (5mm)
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from the edge of the page if it is not meant to bleed off
Printed berders placed too close o the edge of a page
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Using fonts at small sizes

Be careful when using small font sizes. We don’t
recommend smaller than 7pt for small format work up to A3
and 11pt for large format above A3. Remember, the smaller
the text the harder it is to keep in register. If you have to use
small text, we recommend you use 100% black to eliminate
any registration problems.

A serif is a decorative stroke that finishes off the end of a letters stem [sometimes

also called the “feat” of the letters).

In turm, a senf font is a font that has senfs, while a sans senf is a font that does not
{hence the "sans”). Simple, fght?

Motice the difference in the axample balow.

The sarf font & more emamental and has serifs extending from the ends while the

sans serif font on the left has clean and very precise ends.

Aa A__a

Sans Serif

Bath of these styles have their own unigue personality and communicate very

different messages.
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Software for designing a book

®*Adobe In-Design - subscription only and costs approx £20 per
month. Good if making a lot of books.

*Affinity Publisher - a stand alone product with a one-off cost of
just under £40.

*Blurb - create a book on their website. Either use BookWright
their free desktop design tool with templates, or upload a PDF
directly.

*Lightroom - use LR for the whole process - importing, editing,
storing, sequencing. It has a built in Blurb book creation tool for
continuous flow.
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Nurses Cottage

The Cottage was built in the early 20th century by Greenwich
Hospital Trust for the nurse of the area. Pridie and his wife
Jennifer have lived here for 20 years though have had links with
the village for a long time. Pridie grew up in Spittal. His father
was a miner in Scremerston and he remembers coming here to
Christmas parties at the Miners Welfare Institute. Their
daughter also lives in the village and she used to run the Post
Office in Armstrong Court. It was the focal point of the village
but closed approximately 10 years ago.

Pridie served time as a painter/decorator but then worked as an
Engineer at the shipyard in Berwick. He was also the Sargeant-
at-Mace for Berwick Town Council from May 1992 until June
2006. He is now an enthusiastic model maker, which he casts in

stone and then paints with acrylics.

Page 10
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P Getting Started | Blurb UK

Products Design Tools Services Sell & Self-Publish Bookstore Blog

Start Your Project - to Sell -

Photo Books Trade Books Magazines Ebooks

Beautiful photo books work for creative Affordable paperbacks and hardbacks are ideal The magazine format offers a sleek solution to Easy to share, ebooks can be viewed on the
expressions of all kinds. for distribution. serial content. Apple iPad® and Kindle.

—

O siz= Your Selection:
AFANRARR TRRTRAN Starts at £16.99 for 20 pages.
Add £0.30 per additional page.
© cover
SOFTCOVER Standard Portrait
Softcover
o PAPER Premium Lustre

PREMIUM LUSTRE

Standard

CREATE YOUR BOOK

Have a PDF? Upload Here

© Premium Lustre

e Premium Matt

e Mohawk Superfine Eggshell Premium Lustre

e Mohawk proPhoto Pearl ¢ Hint of gloss, 148 gsm (100#)

* More lustrous than Premium Matt, this paper offers great tonal range and
e Premium Lustre - Layflat contrast.



@ BookWright: Free Book Writing Software | Blurb UK

MY DASHBOARD SETTINGS LOG OUT HELP =i
Products Design Tools Services Sell & Self-Publish Bookstore Blog
BookWright PDF To Book Adobe InDesign Adobe Lightroom Adobe Photoshop iOS App
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BOOKWRIGHT

Download our free desktop software to design beautiful
books, magazines, and wall art.

DOWNLOAD BOOKWRIGHT

!

‘ CREATE YOUR FREE ACCOUNT ° DOWNLOAD OUR FREE DESIGN TOOL o CREATE YOUR PHOTO BOOK

LAYFLAT BOOKS,
PERFECTED

Upgrade your keepsake Layflat book with exceptional,
archival-quality Mohawk paper, designed to be held and (
enjoyed for generations to come. |




Digital Printers

what can they offer?

® online guides to book printing

® free samples of papers

® templates

® choice of cover: hard, soft, lay flat, etc. Matte, gloss, uncoated, laminated

® choice of papers and weights: classic, premium matte, premium lustre or
Luxurious Pearl or Eggshell

® binding options: glued, saddle stitched, stapled, spiral bound
® free guotes

® proof copies



After designing your book a PDF version Is sent to the digital printing
company. Often this has to be converted to CMYK on export - check
with the printer. Some will do it for you.

Images are embedded in the PDF and not sent as separate files.

Make sure to choose an option to Embed Font in the PDF before
sending.

Need to send two files, one for the cover and one for the inside
pages.

Compare different companies.

The cost per copy will depend on the print run. Blurb always have
offers on.
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Examples of digital printing companies:

* www.bookprintinguk.com - for hard cover, paperback or
booklets. Will send a proof copy as either a hard cover or a
PDF. Easy to do reprints. File Is sent as single pages. When
calculating cost, each side of paper Is one page.

®* www.mixam.co.uk - for hard cover, paperbacks, magazines.
Good file set-up information. Will show finished book online.

* www.digitalprinting.co.uk - more limited choice of styles. Most
popular is the Perfect Bound Book. Quick service. No proof
copy but cheap enough to send for one copy to act as a proof.

® Blurb - as previously mentioned



