
AN   INTRODUCTION    

TO  

MAKING  A  PHOTOBOOK 



HOW TO GET STARTED 

• Why make a photobook? 

• The concept 

• Aims and objectives 

• Sequencing 

• Different types of books 

• Planning and preparing assets (images and text) 

• Designing and making the book 

• Ready to print 



Why make a photobook? 

• good for sharing with other people 

• more likely to be looked at than images on a hard drive 

• makes a good gift 

• can be published with a view to selling 

• by making your own book you have complete control 



The concept  

 

 

Is it an album of photographs or is it to develop a photographic 

project into a book? 

 

Album:  

 

•A photo album is for preserving memories and will be unique.  

 

A photobook of a project:   

 

•This is usually one particular project made in a documentary 

style.    

 

•A good starting point is the 5 Ws: Who, What, When, Where 

and Why? 



Different types of books 

• Artbook - handmade, hand sewn, art paper 

• Hardback with an image wrap cover or dust cover 

• Softback 

• Magazine style 

• Brochure 











Things to consider 

• Is there a narrative? 

• What is the story being told? 

• A photobook doesn’t have to have text 

• Text is fine as long as it’s the photos that stand out 

• Poetry 



Aims and objectives 

Aims:  are like a statement of intent.  What do you want to 

achieve? 

Objectives:  these should be specific statements that define the 

outcome, i.e. steps to be taken to achieve the desired outcome.   

•curate and sequence images  

•write text (titles, captions, essays, etc.)  

•design the book  

•print the book 

•market the book? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•Sequencing is creating a flow and creating connections between 

the photographs. 

 

•The ways in which images are put together can change the viewers 

opinion.  Most people look at the right hand side of a double page 

spread first so put the strongest image there. 

 

•Pairs look good visually.  The interaction of two sequential shots 

can give more meaning than a single shot in isolation, especially 

where there is no text. 

 

 

Sequencing 







Ways to help with sequencing 

• Powerpoint 

• Lightroom 

• Make prints 

• Magnetic notice board  











Planning and preparing assets 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

•Size and format:  landscape, portrait or square?  Some digital printers offer custom sizes. 

•Decide the size of the largest image in the book and make the book that size so you are not enlarging any photos. 

•It’s essential to have everything ready before starting to make the book.   

•Have a specific place for your work to go to.  All the photos should be edited and in one sub-folder and text in another.   

•After editing photos export to this folder as jpgs @ 300 dpi and the appropriate image size.   

•Text can be created in Word or any other application and copied and pasted into the sub-folder. 

 





Designing and making the book 
 

Inspiration: 

 

•look at photobooks of other photographers for ideas on fonts, 

layouts, size, paper type, etc. 

 

•look at photobook publishers such as Bluecoat Press, Nobody 

Books, Dewi Lewis 

 

•National Library collections 

 

•Blurb website 

 

 
 



Design: 

• choose font size, colour and style to suit the book 

• text on every page or opposite page to the image? 

• images and/or text on every page or leave some blank? 

• text wrap 

• work out margins, if any.  Images that fill the page will 

lose some information in the gutter 

• image for a hard cover needs to be larger than for a soft 

cover 













Software for designing a book 

 

•Adobe In-Design - subscription only and costs approx £20 per 

month.  Good if making a lot of books. 

 

•Affinity Publisher - a stand alone product with a one-off cost of 

just under £40. 

 

•Blurb - create a book on their website.  Either use BookWright 

their free desktop design tool with templates, or upload a PDF 

directly.   

 

•Lightroom - use LR for the whole process - importing, editing, 

storing, sequencing.  It has a built in Blurb book creation tool for 

continuous flow. 





























Digital Printers 
what can they offer? 

• online guides to book printing 

• free samples of papers 

• templates 

• choice of cover: hard, soft, lay flat, etc. Matte, gloss, uncoated, laminated 

• choice of papers and weights: classic, premium matte, premium lustre or 

Luxurious Pearl or Eggshell 

• binding options: glued, saddle stitched, stapled, spiral bound 

• free quotes 

• proof copies 



• After designing your book a PDF version is sent to the digital printing 

company.  Often this has to be converted to CMYK on export - check 

with the printer.  Some will do it for you.  

 

• Images are embedded in the PDF and not sent as separate files. 

 

• Make sure to choose an option to Embed Font in the PDF before 

sending. 

 

• Need to send two files, one for the cover and one for the inside 

pages. 

 

• Compare different companies.   

 

• The cost per copy will depend on the print run. Blurb always have 

offers on. 





Examples of digital printing companies: 
 

• www.bookprintinguk.com - for hard cover, paperback or 

booklets.  Will send a proof copy as either a hard cover or a 

PDF.  Easy to do reprints. File is sent as single pages.  When 

calculating cost, each side of paper is one page. 

 

• www.mixam.co.uk - for hard cover, paperbacks, magazines.  

Good file set-up information.  Will show finished book online. 

 

• www.digitalprinting.co.uk - more limited choice of styles.  Most 

popular is the Perfect Bound Book.  Quick service.  No proof 

copy but cheap enough to send for one copy to act as a proof. 

 

• Blurb - as previously mentioned 


